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educate our children, and to help comfort
all people who are living with HIV and AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand one, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 4, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 5. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 1, 2001

Good morning. This week, the official an-
nouncement came that our economy has
been in recession since March. And unfortu-
nately, to a lot of Americans, that news comes
as no surprise. Many have lost jobs or seen
their hours cut. Many have seen friends or
family laid off.

The long economic expansion that started
10 years ago, in 1991, began to slow last year.
Many economists warned me when I took
office that a recession was beginning, so we
took quick action. We passed the biggest tax
cut in a generation, and we imposed some
much needed discipline on Federal spend-
ing. And by the end of the summer, we could
see signs that the economy was responding.

But the terrorist attacks of September the
11th hit our economy hard. They hurt our
airlines and hotels and restaurants and un-
dermined consumer and business con-
fidence. Now we need to act boldly to protect
America’s economic security. There are two
immediate priorities for America’s recovery:
We must bring quick help to those who need
it most, and we must restore our economy’s
growth.

It’s the holiday season. It’s a time to reach
out to Americans who are hurting, to help
them put food on the table, and to keep a
roof over their heads. I’ve offered a plan to
provide immediate assistance to those who
have lost their jobs in the wake of the ter-
rorist attack. My plan extends unemployment

compensation by 13 weeks in the States hard-
est hit by terrorism. My plan helps States
offer Medicaid to uninsured workers in need
and their families. And my plan offers emer-
gency grants to States to help displaced work-
ers get job training and find new work and
continue their health insurance—practical
help in a difficult time.

And I’m working with congressional lead-
ers on more ideas to help Americans who
have lost their jobs. In the long run, the right
answer to unemployment is to create more
jobs. I have proposed a package of job cre-
ating measures. I’ve asked Congress for tax
relief for low- and moderate-income people
to put more money into the hands of con-
sumers and to put people to work making
things that consumers want. I have proposed
we lower taxes on employers who buy new
equipment to expand their business and hire
more people.

We should reform our tax laws so that em-
ployers don’t pay more taxes as their profits
shrink. And I propose we speed up the in-
come tax cuts Congress passed in the spring
so that people can keep more of their own
money to spend or pay their debts.

I asked for this job creation package on
October the 5th. The House of Representa-
tives responded swiftly. Yet I’m still waiting
for a bill to sign, and more importantly, so
are more than 415,000 Americans who have
lost their jobs since then.

You know, after September the 11th my
administration and the Congress made a con-
scious decision to show the terrorists we
could work together. We had an obligation
to show that democracy works. We’ve done
that. And now we need to do it again by help-
ing dislocated workers and spurring eco-
nomic growth.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:16 a.m.
on November 30 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on De-
cember 1. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on November
30 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.
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Statement on the Bombings in Israel
December 1, 2001

I was horrified and saddened to learn of
the bombings that took place tonight in Jeru-
salem. I strongly condemn them as acts of
murder that no person of conscience can tol-
erate and no cause can ever justify. On behalf
of the American people, I extend my deepest
sympathy and condolences to the families of
the victims, to my friend Prime Minister
Sharon, and to all the people of Israel. Chair-
man Arafat and the Palestinian Authority
must immediately find and arrest those re-
sponsible for these hideous murders. They
must also act swiftly and decisively against
the organizations that support them. Now
more than ever, Chairman Arafat and the
Palestinian Authority must demonstrate
through their actions, and not merely their
words, their commitment to fight terror.

Remarks on Arrival From
Camp David, Maryland
December 2, 2001

Bombings in Israel
In a couple of minutes I’ll have the honor

of receiving the Prime Minister from Israel.
We obviously changed our schedule because
of the horrific acts of murder that took place
in his land.

I will tell him that I strongly condemn the
acts of murder that killed innocent people
in Israel. I will tell him our Nation grieves
for those whose lives have been affected by
the murderers.

This is a moment where the advocates for
peace in the Middle East must rise up and
fight terror. Chairman Arafat must do every-
thing in his power to find those who mur-
dered innocent Israelis and bring them to
justice.

Clearly, there are some in the world who
do not want us to achieve peace in the Mid-
dle East. Clearly, there are some that, every
chance they have, they will use violence and
terror to disrupt any progress that’s being
made. We must not allow them to succeed.
We must not allow terror to destroy the
chance of peace in the Middle East.

Now is the time for leaders throughout the
world who urge there to be a peace to do
something about the terror that prevents
peace from happening in the first place.

May God bless the Israeli citizens who lost
their lives, and their families.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. on the
South Grounds at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
of Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales-
tinian Authority.

Remarks at the Kennedy Center
Honors Reception
December 2, 2001

Well, thank you all very much. Good
evening, and welcome to the White House.
Laura and I are so pleased to have all of you
here for this incredibly happy occasion. We
especially welcome the honorees, your fami-
lies, and your friends.

Every year, the Kennedy Center honors
artists like yourselves for lifetime contribu-
tions to the American culture. The recipients
for 2001 make quite a collection. [Laughter]
As one newspaper put it in the headline, this
year’s honorees can carry a tune—and then
there’s Jack. [Laughter] What the writer
didn’t know is that he actually plays the
piano. But of course, that’s not why he’s here
today. You’re each here so that America can
recognize your great gifts and the ways that
you have used them.

Van Cliburn was recently a guest at our
ranch in Crawford, Texas, at a dinner for
President Vladimir Putin of Russia. He’s
known many other leaders. In this house on
December 1987, he played at a state dinner
for the Gorbachevs and had the entire Soviet
delegation singing ‘‘Moscow Nights.’’
[Laughter]

Three decades earlier, Van visited the
White House as a guest of President Eisen-
hower. He was 23 years old and winner of
the Gold Medal at the Tchaikovsky Competi-
tion in Moscow. As a result, the whole world
knew his name.

Texas knew him even before, in a place
called Kilgore. Harvey L. Cliburn, Jr., first
touched the keys at the age of 3 and was


